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I. Translate the following into Chinese: (50points)

Public education in America really began in eamest after the Civil War, when
government-funded and -controlled schools supplanted the earlier system of private
cducation. According o the U.S. Department of Education, some 57 percent of the 12
million school-aged Americans in 1870 were enrolled in public elementary or secondary
schools, though only about 60 percent of those enrolled attended school on any given
day and the average school vear was 132 days. By the turn of the century, the percentage
of school-aged children attending public schools had risen 0 72 percent, with almost 70
percent of enrollees attending on any one of the 150 days in the school year. Most public
education still occurred in the early grades—only two percent of the student population
were inninth grade or higher,

American policy-makers and educators began to create in earnest our centralized,
monopolistic public cducation system at the turn of the century, For example, over a
relatively brief period from 1890 to 1914, public schools increased their share of the
high-school population from (wo-thirds o aboul 90 perceni—a proportion of pubhic o
private schools which has persisted until the present day. During the last few decades of
the mincleenth contury, public cducation had grown steadily as a primarily locally
controlled phenomenon, often  taking over ownership from private schools. Education
was still basically focused on learning skills, such as reading or arithmetic, and schools
often reflected their commumitics in very obvious ways,

But by the start of the twentieth century, a number of difterent groups began to
behieve that a comprehensive, contrally controlled (at Icast on the city or state level), and
bureaucratic public education system was crucial to America’s future. The Progressive
movement, for cxample, sought 1o replace disorgamized government decision-making
with a more standardized, “predictable” approach. At the time, they viewed such change
as necessary to eliminate corruption and graft.
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II. Translate the following into English: (S0points)
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111, Writing: (50 points)

Write a composition on the following topic:

There arc (wo opposing vicws concerning the government’s practice of “985” and
“2117 projects in China’s higher education. The supporters hold that the practice has
done a lot in helping build the country’s world-class umiversitics and produce “brilliant”
students in important fields. The opponents, however, contend that the practice, instead
of being conducive 0 clevating Chingse cducational institutions 0 world-class Ievels,
can only widen the gap between “normal™ and “elite™ colleges and universities, thus
harinful for the overall development of higher cducation m China, Which of the two

positions do yvou take? Use examples to support your argument.

Requirement:

Write an essav of about 350 words on the given topic, taking either of the two
views. Your are strowgly suggesied to write as follows:

In the first part of vour writing, present your viewpoint in a well-formed thesis
statement, in the second pavi, support the thesis sialement with appropriate defails; in
the fast part, bring what you have writtert to o natural conclusion with a summear.,

Marks will be awarded for conlent, orgawization, syalactic vaviely and

appropriate word choice. Remember 1o produce a clean fair copy.
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