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Part I Translation (100 points)
1. Translate the following passages into Chinese. (50 points, 25 points each)
Passage 1 (25 points)

What I say here is said mainly to enlighten certain people who tend to have a very
unflattering and highly erroneous idea of what translations are, mainly because they are
almost totally ignorant of the nature and beauty of the Classics. They imagine translation to be
a servile imitation in which the flowering of the spirit and the imagination have no part to play.
A translation is not a copy of a painting in which the copier is willing to follow the lines, the
proportions, the shapes, the attitude of the original he imitates. A translation is entirely
different: a good translator does not work under such constraints. At most he is like a sculptor
who tries to recreate the work of a painter, or like a painter who tries to recreate the work of a
sculptor. In this imitation, as in all others, the soul must be filled with the beauty it wants to
imitate.

Maybe I can make all this clearer if [ make use of a comparison taken from music. The
world is full of musicians who are very learned in their art and sing exactly and rigorously all
the notes of the songs they are presented with. They do not make a single mistake since they
are cold and lack talent and fail to grasp the spirit in which these songs have been composed.
But there are other musicians too, more alert and gifted with a more propitious talent, who
sing those songs in the spirit in which they were composed, who safeguard all their beauty

and make them appear very different, even though they are the same.

Passage 2 (25 points)

A man enters a store to buy milk. He walks out of the store with milk. That is all — milk.
At the same time, a woman enters the same grocery store also to buy milk. She buys it. But,
she also buys chicken and lemons to make dinner that night. Then she remembers to buy food
for her son to eat at school. She also gets a bottle of wine for drinks with friends and a
birthday card for her husband’s niece... And that is the difference between the female and
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