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Part One Use of English

Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four choices
marked A), B), C) and D). You should choose the ONE that best fits into the passage and write
your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (20 points, 1 point for each)

Historically, humans get serious about avoiding disasters only after one has just struck them.
1 that logic, 2006 should have been a breakthrough year for rational behavior. With the
memory of 9/11 still 2 in their minds, Americans watched hurricane Katrina, the most
expensive disaster in U.S. history, on 3 TV. Anyone who didn’t know it before should have
learned that bad things can happen. And they are made 4  worse by our willful blindness to
risk as much as our 5 to work together before everything goes to hell.

Granted, some amount of delusion (%% ) is probably part of the 6  condition. In A.D.
63, Pompeii was seriously damaged by an earthquake, and the locals immediately went to work
7, in the same spot — until they were buried altogether by a volcano eruption 16 years later.
But a 8  of the past year in disaster history suggests that modern Americans are particularly
bad at 9 themselves from guaranteed threats. We know more than we 10 did about the
dangers we face. But it turns 11 that in times of crisis, our greatest enemy is 12 the
storm, the quake or the 13 itself. More often, it is ourselves.

So what has happened in the year that 14  the disaster on the Gulf Coast? In New
Orleans, the Army Corps of Engineers has worked day and night to rebuild the flood walls. They
have got the walls to 15 they were before Katrina, more or less. That’s not 16, we can
now say with confidence. Butit may be all 17  can be expected from one year of hustle.

Meanwhile, New Orleans officials have crafted a plan to use buses and trains to 18 the
sick and the disabled. The city estimates that 15,000 people will need a 19  out. However,
state officials have not yet determined where these people will be taken. The = 20  with
neighboring communities are ongoing and difficult.

1.A) To B) By C) On D) For

2. A) fresh B) obvious C) apparent D) evident
3. A) visual B) vivid C) live D) lively
4. A) little B) less C) more D) much
5. A) reluctance B) rejection C) denial D) decline
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6. A) natural B) world C) social D) human
7. A) revising B) refining C) rebuilding D) retrieving
8. A) review B) reminder C) concept D) prospect
9. A) preparing B) protesting C) protecting D) prevailing
10. A) never B) ever C) then D) before
11. A)up B) down C) over D) out
12. A) merely B) rarely C) incidentally D) accidentally
13. A) surge B) spur C) surf D) splash
14. A) ensued B) traced C) followed D) occurred
15. A) which B) where C) what D) when
16. A) enough B) certain C) conclusive D) final
17. A) but B) as C) that D) those
18. A) exile B) evacuate C) dismiss D) displace
19. A) ride B) trail C) path D) track

20. A) conventions B) notifications C) negotiations D) communications

Part Two Reading Comprehension

Section A

Directions: /n this section, there are 4 passages. Fach passage is followed by some questions or
unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You
should decide on the best choice and write your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (40 points, 2
points for each)

Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

Cars account for half the oil consumed in the U.S., about half the urban pollution and one
fourth the greenhouse gases. They take a similar toll of resources in other industrial nations and in
the cities of the developing world. As vehicle use continues to increase in the coming decade, the
U.S. and other countries will have to deal with these issues or else face unacceptable economic,
health-related and political costs. It is unlikely that oil prices will remain at their current low level
or that other nations will accept a large and growing U.S. contribution to global climatic change.

Policymakers and industry have four options: reduce vehicle use, increase the efficiency and
reduce the emissions of conventional gasoline-powered vehicles, switch to less harmful fuels, or
find less polluting driving systems. The last of these—in particular the introduction of vehicles
powered by electricity—is ultimately the only sustainable option. The other alternatives are
attractive in theory but in practice are either impractical or offer only marginal improvements. For
example, reduced vehicle use could solve traffic problems and a host of social and environmental

problems, but evidence from around the world suggests that it is very difficult to make people
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give up their cars to any significant extent. In the U.S., mass-transit ridership and carpooling (4
1k Fl % ) have declined since World War II. Even in Western Europe, with fuel prices averaging
more than $1 a liter (about $4 a gallon) and with easily accessible mass transit and dense

populations, cars still account for 80 percent of all passenger travel.

Improved energy efficiency is also appealing, but automotive fuel economy has barely made
any progress in 10 years. Alternative fuels such as natural gas, burned in internal-combustion
engines, could be introduced at relatively low cost, but they would lead to only marginal
reductions in pollution and greenhouse emissions (especially because oil companies are already
spending billions of dollars every year to develop less polluting types of gasoline).

21. From the passage we know that the increased use of cars will
A) consume half of the oil produced in the world
B) have serious consequences for the well-being of all nations
C) widen the gap between the developed and developing countries
D) impose an intolerable economic burden on residents of large cities
22. The U.S. has to deal with the problems arising from vehicle use because
A) most Americans are reluctant to switch to public transportation systems
B) the present level of oil prices is considered unacceptable
C) other countries will protest its increasing greenhouse emissions
D) it should take a lead in conserving natural resources
23. Which of the following is the best solution to the problems mentioned in the passage?
A) The designing of highly efficient car engines.
B) A reduction of vehicle use in cities.
C) The development of electric cars.
D) The use of less polluting fuels.
24. Which of the following is practical but only makes a marginal contribution to solving the
problem of greenhouse emissions?
A) The use of fuels other than gasoline.
B) Improved energy efficiency.
C) The introduction of less polluting driving systems.
D) Reducing car use by carpooling.
25. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A) The decline of public transportation accounts for increased car use in Western Europe.
B) Cars are popular in Western Europe even though fuel prices are fairly high.
C) The reduction of vehicle use is the only sustainable option in densely populated Western
Europe.
D) Western European oil companies cannot sustain the cost of developing new-type fuels.
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