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Introduction: A Survey of American Literature
I. What is Literature?

Literature is a term used to describe written or spoken material. Broadly speaking, "literature™ is used to
describe anything from creative writing to more technical or scientific works, but the term is most commonly used
to refer to works of the creative imagination, including works of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction.

1. Why do we read literature?

1. Literature represents a language or a people: culture and tradition.

2. Literature is more important than just a historical or cultural artifact.

3. Literature introduces us to new worlds of experience.

4. We learn about books and literature; we enjoy the comedies and the tragedies of poems, stories, and plays;

and we may even grow and evolve through our literary journey with books.
5. Ultimately, we may discover meaning in literature by looking at what the author says and how he/she says

it. We may interpret the author's message.
6. In academic circles, this decoding of the text is often carried out through the use of literary

theory, using a mythological, sociological, psychological, historical, or other approach.

I11. Why is literature important?

Literature is important to us because it speaks to us, it is universal, it affects us and it is beautiful.

1V. What are we to learn from the book?

The book “A Survey of American Literature” intends to cover the whole range of the literary history of the
United States of America from the early Colonial Period through the present.

We need to learn:
1. A brief account of the major authors and their masterworks.
2. The major literary trends and currents of thought that have dominated the American literary

scene at one time or another.
Chapter 1 Colonial Period
I. Historical Background

1. The first permanent English settlement in North America at James town, Virginia in 1617.
2. In 1629 the puritans established the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
3. Independent War(1776-1783); the formation of a federative bourgeois democratic republic---the United

States of America.

I1. American Puritanism

1. Basic Puritan Beliefs
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