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Passage one

Are smart people just naturally attracted to study art or perform music, dance, or
drama? Or does early education in the arts actually cause changes in the brain that
develop important components of cognition? Recent findings show that there may be
some significant causal relationships between arts training and the brain's ability to
learn.

The Dana Foundation, an organization with interests in neuroscience, immunology,
and arts education, just released a three-year study that found that early training in the
arts is possibly good for your brain. Neuroscientists and psychologists at several
universities have now enhanced understanding of just how the arts might improve
thinking, memory, and language skills. Music education is linked with the ability to
control both short-term and long-term memory, geometric representation, and
development of reading skills. Dance training improves thinking through mimicry and
acting classes seem to expand language. Visual arts lessons outside the classroom
during childhood are linked to improved math calculations; in retrospect, I wish I had
more art lessons before I took on that advanced math class in high school.

It's not a new idea that the arts can make us smarter. The notion caught fire in the
1990s when researchers showed that college students did better on certain math tests
after listening to a little bit of Mozart. And while the current report from the Dana
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Foundation did not provide definitive theories as to how arts make us smarter, what it
does do is end the popular notion that people are either right- or left-brain learners.
Apparently artists and scientists are not that fundamentally different and perhaps there
is even an underlying connection between the cognitive processes that give rise to
both arts and sciences.
21. At the beginning of the passage, two questions are raised to explore the relation
between
A. early education and the future
B.intelligence and emotional quotient
C. art training and cognitive development
D. the human brain and its cognitive components
22 (I A 7E) From music education to dance training to visual arts lessons, the
researchers found that
A. early training in the arts improved certain cognitive skills
B. early education in the arts enhanced the learning by heart
C. art training was widely conducted during childhood
D. the artistic education took many forms for children
23. What can be inferred about the author’s art lessons during childhood?
A. Proficient. B.Deficient. 0. Popular. D. Various.
24. According to the passage, the current findings
A. present the working mechanism of the right and left brains
B.challenge the popular division of right- or left-brain learners
C. reveal the fundamental differences between artists and scientists
D. interpret the different cognitive processes in scientists and artists
25. Which of the following can be the best title for the passage?
A. Brainy Art B Learning Art C. Arts Training D. Cognitive Science (322 T A~ &)
(2K art training&cognition Z 5 [))
Passage two

Bullying can take a variety of forms, from the verbal to the physical as well as
indirect forms, such as being excluded from social groups. Bullying is clearly
unpleasant, and can make the child experiencing it feel unworthy and depressed. In
extreme cases it can even lead to suicide, though this is thankfully rare.

Until recently, not much was known about the topic, and little help was available to
teachers to deal with bullying. Perhaps as a consequence, schools would often deny
the problem. "There is no bullying at this school' has been a common answer if asked,
almost certainly untrue. Fortunately more schools are now saying: “There is not much
bullying here, but when it occurs we have a clear policy for dealing with it.”

X

3
o
pil
H
w
=
[ee]
=



NEIEL A LU R

Three factors are involved in this change. First is an awareness of the severity of the
problem. Second, a number of resources to help tackle bullying have become
available in Britain. For example, the Scottish Council for Research in Education
produced a package of materials, Action Against Bullying, circulated to

all schools in England and Wales as well as in Scotland. In Ireland, Guidelines on
Countering Bullying Behaviour in Post-Primary Schools was published, too. Third,
there is evidence that these materials work, and that schools can achieve something.
Evidence suggests that a key step is to develop a policy on bullying, saying clearly
what bullying means, and giving explicit guidelines on what will be done if it occurs,
what records will be kept, who will be informed and what punishments will be
employed. The policy should be developed through consultation over a period of time.
Pupils, parents and staff should feel they have been involved in the policy. Other
actions can be taken to back up the policy. There are ways of dealing with the topic
through the curriculum, using video, drama and literature.

But curriculum work alone may only have short-term effects; it should be an
addition to policy work. There are also ways of working with individual pupils, or in
small groups. Work in the playground is important, too. One helpful step is to train
lunchtime supervisors to distinguish bullying from playful fighting, and help them
break up conflicts. Another possibility is to improve the playground environment, so
that pupils are less likely to be led into bullying from boredom or frustration.

With these developments, schools can expect that at least the most serious kinds of
bullying can largely be prevented. The more effort is put in and the wider the whole
school is involved, the more substantial the results are likely to be. The reduction in
bullying and the consequent improvement in pupil happiness is surely a worthwhile
objective.

(AM15E)26. A recent survey found that in British secondary schools

A there was more bullying than had previously been the case.

B there was less bullying than in primary schools.

C cases of persistent bullying were very common.

D indirect forms of bullying were particularly difficult to deal with.

(A #5E)27. Children who are bullied .

A are twice as likely to commit suicide as the average person.

B find it more difficult to relate to adults.

C are less likely to be violent in later life.

D may have difficulty forming relationships in later life.

(4 58)28. The writer thinks that the declaration 'There is no bullying at this school'

A is no longer true in many schools.
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